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1st African American Catholic Church in the City of Cleveland 
2nd African American Catholic Church in the United States 

St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

Celebrating 100 Years 
Serving the Fairfax 
African American 

Catholic Community 
Since 1922 

Mass: 11am Sunday 
Confession by appointment only-Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura 

1st Sunday Blessings September 4, 2022 
2nd Sunday Rosary / September 11, 2022 / 10:30 am  

August 21, 2022/ Fr. Dan Begin Memorial Mass & Cookout/4:00pm/Our Lady of Guadelupe Church 
Free Summer Concert Series at SA + OLF / 5:30-7pm August 25th 

4th Saturday/August 27th, 2022 -OLP 10am-12noon Community Meal  
August 29th, 2022 / PTU 6-7pm St. Adalbert School 

Blackjack Sunday: October 30th 
November 2022 / Pilgrimage from Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mass Intention: World Peace/Safe Environments for Students & Faculty 

Fr. Gary Chmura, Fr. Andrew Korunas, Fr. Ezer Urio Kasimo 
The Congregation of the Evangelizing Sisters of Mary 
Saint Adalbert School Campus President: James Smith 

Saint Adalbert School Principal: Jamie Smith 
Parish Council Chair: Irene Morrison 

Parish Finance Council Chair: Phillis Fuller Clipps 

 

Masks are not required but are appreciated. Use hand sanitizer as appropriate. Spread the gospel, not the virus. 
 

 
Congratulations to Fr. Ezer 

Upon his graduation from the Clinical Pastoral Education Program at  
St. Vincent Charity Medical Center! 
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Friends and Parishioners requesting prayers:  
Louise Napier (home resting) / Lorraine Bradley /Jason Davis / Ruth Hill / Fr. Gary Chmura / Diane Hunter, Maime Green 
/ Mark Moliff / Julie Davis/ Pat Young / Judy Davis/ Fr. Clarence Williams, C.PP.S / Betty Moise / Carol Sanderall / Chester 
Walker, Sr. / Delores Jones /Howard Jackson / Jimmy Gilmore / Kulura Blount / Star Blount / Robert Butler / Madison 
Maynard /Doris St. Clair /Edward Burrell / Perry Johnson / Tristan Barnes / Cedric Barnes Jr. / Frances Cummings /Rudy 
Thompson, Sr. / Tiffany Skillern / Sr. Juanita Shealey, CSJ / Raymond Goodrum / Cathey Ullom  
 
Frances Cummings is now living with her daughter. Her address and phone number (if you would like to call or send a 
card), Frances celebrated her birthday on August 15th: 
 

Frances Cummings 
3766 East 140th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44128 

216.921.0847 
 

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Background:  
The acceptance of the good news by the Gentiles does not mean the rejection of the Jews. Instead, anyone 
who wishes to follow Jesus on the narrow way is welcome.  Yet that following must be a radical reorientation 
of the way we think about life. Trials, losses, and disappointments can be God’s way of teaching us deep 
lessons about faith and hope and love. The only key to unlock the door blocking the narrow way is the cross. 
 
Discussion Questions 
Jesus, on his journey to Jerusalem, was constantly praying: “Thy will be done.” When have you been able to 
say those words and mean them? 
And when do you still struggle to say them? (It’s OK to get mad at God; just don’t give up on the conversation.) 
What burden is God asking you to give up so that you can fit through the narrow way? 
“Hate the sin but love the sinner” too often becomes a way to avoid encountering the truth that another 
person is living, while being blind to our own sinfulness.  Which people has our society or Church taught you 
that God is going to keep out of the feast of the kingdom? 
 
Practice:  
Pope Francis had to answer, “Who am I to judge?”  because he had not encountered the people under 
discussion. How can you truly encounter a greater diversity of people? Once again, ponder this week which 
person, whose life experience is different from yours, you might encounter in conversation. Be honest with 
them but not pushy!         

~ Adapted from TeamRCIA 
 

We will be starting RCIA (Catholic Convert) Sessions sometime in late September or early October. If you or someone 
you know is interested in becoming Catholic or learning more about the Catholic Church, please email Fr. Gary 
at garychmura@gmail.com or call him at OLP rectory 216-421-4211. Be a missionary - just drop the idea to someone you 
know. Perhaps the Holy Spirit will work through you! 
 
Br. Bob’s New Address 
St. Augustine Friary / 221 East 36th Street / Pittsburgh / Pennsylvania / 15201 /marva6730@gmail.com / 
provincial@capuchin.com /216.406.5206 
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A Mass for People with Special Needs and their families will be celebrated on August 28, at 2:00 pm at St. Bernadette 
Church, 2256 Clague Road, Westlake. The e special needs Mass is sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council 16376 as a 
Life program of the K of C. Fr. Philip G. Racco, Pastor, will be the celebrant. All are welcome. Refreshments will be 
provided after the Mass. St. Bernadette offers easy access for persons with mobility challenges. An interpreter  
will be provided for the deaf. A live stream will be available. More information: Jack Archer, 216-505-5414 or Rich Noga, 
440-552-1176. 
 

Novena for Life to Our Lady of Sorrows-AM1260 The Rock will be offering a Novena for Life to Our Lady of 
Sorrows at 3 PM daily September 7th through the 15th, the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. Each day of the 
Novena will have a different focus/intention and be led by a different member of the Church/pro-life 
community. 

 
Day One – Pray for the Suffering Women of the World /Day Two – Pray for Mothers who will 
Give Birth Today /Day Three – Pray for Father at the Birth of their Child /Day Four – Pray for 
all Children /Day Five – Pray for Families / Day Six – Pray for Life Begins in the Home/Day 
Seven – Secret Suffering / Day Eight – The Holy Cross /Day Nine – Our Lady of Sorrows 

Please join us in prayer as we work to restore a culture of life in our nation.  For the complete version of 
the Novena prayers, visit our website at am1260therock.com or call us at 216-227-1260. 

Take the AM 1260 The Rock Listener Survey. We want to hear from you! The AM 1260 The Rock 2022 Listener Survey is 
now available for your feedback. Visit am1260therock.com through September 30th and click on the link on the home 
page to share your thoughts on how AM 1260 The Rock is impacting your faith life, and how we can serve you better.  If 
you do not have access to a computer but would like to participate, please call 216-227-1260 Monday-Friday 9 AM-4 PM 
and we will mail you a printed copy. 

Legal Aid Society has returned to hosting in-person clinics in Cuyahoga, Geauga, Ashtabula, Lake, & Lorain counties.  
Masks are required.  Information about clinics, locations, and appointment phone numbers are available at < 
lascleve.org >.  Legal Aid is open 24/7 online - taking intake applications at that link. For off -line help  
& listings, potential clients can call Legal Aid for help during most business hours at 888-817-3777 English (toll-free).  
They also offer help in a variety of languages: 

 
English 216-687-1900     Spanish 216-586-3190 
Arabic 216-586-3191      Mandarin 216-586-3192 
French 216-586-3193     Vietnamese 216-586-3194 
Russian 216-586-3195     Swahili 216-586-3196 
 

Community members with questions about a housing issue can call our Tenant Info Line (216-861-5955 or 440-210-
4533) anytime. For employment questions, community members can call our Worker Info Line (216-861-5899 or 440-
210-4532). 
 
Cleveland Food Bank - Throughout Northeast Ohio, one in six people are food insecure – meaning that they 
may not know from where their next meal will come. Undoubtedly, this number has risen during the COVID-19 
crisis. The Greater Cleveland Food Bank seeks to bridge the meal gap, connecting individuals with the 
nutritious meals they need to succeed. If you need help to get (or retain) your benefits, find a pantry that 
serves your area, or to see if you meet the guidelines for assistance, call the Food Bank at call 216-738-7239, 
or visit < https://GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org >. Volunteers are also needed at several locations, with a 
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range of jobs, and many different hours available. Reach the Volunteer Experience Team by phone at 216-738-
7240, for more details about volunteering. 

LEAF Ministries - (Listening, Encouraging, and Assisting Families) Have you, or anyone that you know, 
because of the incarceration of a loved one, experienced isolation, shame, guilt, and an overwhelming sense 
of being alone? The LEAF Ministry has been formed to be of support. Groups meet monthly offering an 
opportunity to those who come to listen and share community, network, and learn from others who 
understand their situation, challenges, fears, and emotions.  All are welcome to participate irrespective of 
faith affiliation.  For more information and to verify the schedules, visit the website:  <leafministry.org>. No 
pre-registration is necessary. It is our intention to continue to form additional groups in the various areas of 
the Diocese.  If you are interested in beginning a group or want more information, call 216- 869-6525 x3500 or 
800-696-6525 x3500. 
  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul - Food/Clothing Pantry 
St. Aloysius & St. Agatha/10932 St. Clair Ave./Cleveland, OH 44108/ (216) 451-3262 
Communion of Saints/2175 Coventry Road/Cleveland Heights, OH 44118/ (216) 321-0024 
Fr. Michael Wittman Ozanam Center at St. Philomena Church/13824 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland OH  
Open: Saturdays 10 AM – Noon/Services: Food, & clothing; Provides blood pressure checks on the 2nd 
& 4th Saturdays. 

 
Cleveland Catholic Women’s Conference - Registration is now open for the 4th annual Cleveland Catholic 
Women’s Conference, on Saturday, October 15th, at St. Albert the Great parish in North Royalton. Speakers 
include: Catholic author and professor Lisa Lickona; Sister Elizabeth of the Franciscan Sisters, TOR of   
Steubenville; Lindsay Fuller man of Fit from Faith; and musicians Jeff   Botos & Patricia Allerton.  The day will 
also include Mass with Fr. Damian Ference, Q & A with Bishop Malesic, and opportunities for prayer, 
confession, Eucharistic Adoration, and forming friendships with other women of faith. Visit < 
https://clecatholicwomen.org > to register or for more information. 
 
UPDATE: FOOD/CLOTHING PANTRY AND HOT MEAL:  

Our 2nd meeting to continue the planning process was held on Monday, August 8th.  We discussed/reviewed the 
Checklist to establish a Society of St. Vincent de Paul Conference. Our progress has been blessed by the hand of God. We 
have received financial commitments to assist totaling $7500, in addition to volunteers from outside agencies and parish 
communities. We have begun visitations to food pantries at The Thea Bowman Center, St. Philomena, St. Patrick and 
Brookside Hunger Center to get a sense of the flow how hunger center/distribution process works. 

We also continue to gather volunteers within our parish. For those interested in helping in the food/clothing pantry 
during school hours/days, Veritus training is mandatory for the safety/protection of our youth, staff and parish 
community. Training opportunities will be provided later. 

Our next steps are to continue prepare the space for the food/clothing pantry, gather volunteers, develop a distribution 
schedule and training. The training will be provided by the SVDP when we are ready to begin.  

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU is prayer and discernment. This is a tremendous undertaking and opportunity to perform 
corporal works of mercy and evangelization of our community. The most important part of this journey is to be 
prepared, consistent and committed to the services that we will provide to our community.  
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September 1st Cole exhibition opening and the ongoing community curation activities that it continues to 
inspire. 

Starting this week, Cole-related books and materials on historically Black churches will be displayed in the community 
cases near the Cleveland History Center's Museum Store.   

Please watch for photographs and documentary evidence related to Sr. Juanita Shealey, CSJ and her home parish, St. 
Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church; The St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church, East Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church, Mt. Zion Congregational Church, and other institutions and their leaders.  

 

• Mr. Leon Bibb, award-winning broadcast journalist and former contributor to the Call & Post Newspaper, will 
serve as the master of ceremonies for the program that will honor local photojournalists during our September 
1st opening event.  
 

• Mr. Ernie Freeman, Grammy Award-winning musician and alumnus of the Central High School and the Cleveland 
Institute of Music, is featured in the Cole exhibition, is the subject of a new biography, and is being honored by 
The Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of African American History and Culture. (Please see the 
attached letter from Ms. Janis Freeman, Mr. Ernie Freeman's daughter 


